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DSM IV-TR: Multiaxial Classification
Basic Features:

Descriptive Approach: 

Diagnostic Criteria: 

Systematic Description: 

Diagnostic Uncertainties: 
Multiaxial Evaluation:

Axis I and II make up the entire classification of mental disorder : 17 major classifications and more than 300 specific disorders.

In many instances, patients have a disorder on both axes. 

Axis I: 

Axis II: 

Axis III: 

Axis IV: 
Axis V: 
Rating Scales used in DSM-IV-TR
The rating scales used are broad and measure the overall severity of a patient’s illness. 

GAF Scale: 

SOFAS - Social and Occupational functioning assessment scale: 

Other scales: two other scales that may be useful are the Global Assessment of Relational Functioning (GARF) Scale and the Defensive Functioning Scale. 

Indicating Severity of a Disorder

Mild—the client has few symptoms other than the minimum criteria needed.

Moderate—Intermediate between mild and severe

Severe—the client has many more symptoms than the minimum criteria specify, or some symptoms are especially severe, or functioning in society or at work is especially compromised.

In Partial Remission—the client previously met full criteria for the diagnosis; although some of them now remain, they are too few to fulfill criteria currently.

In Full Remission—the client has been symptom-free for a period of time that seems clinically relevant to the diagnosis.

Prior History—the client appears to have recovered from the disorder, but you feel that it is important to mention it. 

